Payment By Direct Debit
Instruction to your Bank
or Building Society

DIRECT
Debit

Please choose direct debit as a means of payment,
and receive the first 3 months free. It is easier for
you and keeps our administrative costs to a minimum.

Name of account holder(s)

Branch sort code

Account number

Name and full postal address of your Bank or
Building Society

To: The Manager of

Address

Postcode

Originator’s identification number:

Reference number (for office use): [ [ [ [ [ [ ]

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society.

Please pay Plantlife International - The Wild Plant
Conservation Charity direct debits from the account
detailed on this instruction subject to the safeguards
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that
this instruction may remain with Plantlife International
and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/
Building Society.

Signature(s)

Date

Use Gift Aid to make you . e
donations worth even mo jq%Md Dt

For every pound you give, we will receive another 25 pence
from the Inland Revenue. So just tick here. It’s that simple.

GiftAid | | Date

Please note that to qualify for Gift Aid you must pay
income and/or capital gains tax in the UK at least equal to
the amount we will reclaim in the tax year.
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Britain’s countryside
Save it with flowers

What you can do

e Beware of mislabelling — hybrid or Spanish bluebells are sometimes sold as native
bluebells. Check that the scientific name on the label is Hyacinthoides non-scripta,
although sometimes this is still no guarantee. If you do discover that your local garden
centre has sold you the wrong variety, make sure you inform them in writing.

Check sources of bulbs to ensure that they have not been sourced illegally from the wild.
Look for the origin of the bulbs on the packaging or ask your supplier for their policy on the
sale of wild collected bulbs.

Dispose of non-native bluebell bulbs carefully — never plant or dump garden plants in ’
the countryside. Compost unwanted bulbs carefully and make sure bulbs are dead before \ ! o -
putting them on the compost (see earlier). y

Keep up to date with issues surrounding bluebells at www.plantlife.org.uk. i VY Bt fed' . ' - f
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Which bluebell is which?

Native bluebell
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta)

Also known as the wild hyacinth, this native
species prefers woods, but is also found

on hedge-banks and sea cliffs. The native
bluebell’s deep violet-blue flowers have a
strong, sweet scent and the flower stems
droop or nod distinctly to one side.

Hybrid bluebell
(Hyacinthoides hispanica x non-scripta)

Also known as the garden bluebell, this species
was first recorded in the wild in 1963. It is
mainly found in woodlands, but also grows

in hedgerows, churchyards, shady roadsides,
rough ground and waste places, and is, of
course, common in gardens. It is thought to

be most frequent in the lowlands especially

in the entrances to public woodland.

Spanish bluebell

(Hyacinthoides hispanica)

This species, native to Portugal and western
Spain, was first introduced into British gardens
as an ornamental plant around 1680. It was
favoured over the native bluebell because it can
grow almost anywhere and has larger blooms.
The Spanish bluebell was first recorded in the
wild in 1909. Its flowers range in colour from
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Introduction

Native bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta or wild hyacinths as they’re known in
Scotland), are one of the most stunning sights in the British countryside and can be
enjoyed the length and breadth of the UK. Britain is home to a significant proportion of
the world’s total population and we have an international responsibility to protect this
charismatic plant, which has been voted the nation’s favourite wild flower.

However, all is not well with our bluebell. Loss of woodland habitats, competition with
non-native bluebells and illegal collection of bulbs threaten our wild populations.

Where have all the woodland flowers gone?

Our ancient broadleaved woodlands are in crisis. A new report from Plantlife shows that woodland
flowers, birds and butterflies are all in stark decline. Fenced-off and under-managed, our woods
are becoming dark, overgrown and quiet. Ancient practices such as coppicing and grazing need
to be restored to open the canopy and let the light in, allowing woodland flowers to thrive.

The Spanish invasion

Spanish bluebell and hybrid bluebells (see opposite) are commonly grown in our gardens.
Both are more vigorous than our native species and, once out in the wild, can crossbreed
with native bluebell. This is a problem, as crossbreeding dilutes the unique characteristics
of our native bluebell. In a study conducted by Plantlife volunteers across the UK, one in six
broadleaved woodlands surveyed were found to contain the hybrid or Spanish bluebell.

Can I plant native bluebells in my garden?

Many gardeners are keen to grow the native bluebell for its scent and intense blue-violet
colour. Unfortunately, it is difficult to buy native bluebells that have been sourced and grown

in the UK. Their protected status means that commercial growers need to have a licence from
the Government and, so far, only very few licences have been granted. This means that many
Hyacinthoides non-scripta bulbs available in the UK originate from mainland Europe. Plantlife
is campaigning for the Government to issue more licences to ensure that there is a sustainable
supply of native British bluebells for gardeners to buy. Although Spanish and hybrid bluebells
do well in gardens, it is important to protect wild populations from the risk of competition or
hybridisation by not allowing these to escape into the surrounding countryside. If you live next
to a population of native bluebells, please consider removing all Spanish or hybrid bluebells from
your garden to prevent hybridisation with those in the wild.

Removing hybrid or Spanish bluebells from your land

If you want to remove non-native bluebells from your garden or land, please dispose of them
carefully. Dig plants up after they have flowered with their leaves intact, and leave them in the
sun to dry out for as long as a month. This will ensure that the bulb is dead. Composting bulbs
before they are dead can lead to inadvertently propagating them. Please remember the law

Join us today and enjoy the full
benefits of Plantlife membership

Pay by Direct Debit and
receive the first 3 months free

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Title

Name:
Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

E-mail:

Choose your own subscription level

Members tell us they are happy to choose
their own level of subscription according

to their own circumstances.

Each subscription provides the same benefits.

My preferred annual subscription amount/paid by:
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OR monthly payment option only available by
Direct Debit:

D £2 monthly D £3 monthly D £4 monthly
D £5 monthly D £10 monthly I:I £20 monthly
other amount £

Life membership D £500 individual
D £750 joint life - for two people at the same address

I enclose my cheque/CAF cheque payable to Plantlife
International OR Please debit my MasterCard/Visa/
Switch* /Maestro/CAF CharityCard for £

Card number:

HENEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

*If using a Switch card, please use the long number from your card.

Security number: Dl:":’ (Last three digits on back of card)
Start date: Expiry date:

Switch issue no:

Signature:

D I am not quite ready to become a member yet.
Please accept my donation of £

Data Protection Act. As a member you may like to
receive information about the work of other reputable
organisations. If you would prefer not to receive this

. . . . ,f'" | regarding wild plants — it is only legal to dig up wild plants on your own land so do not attempt
pale blue to white or pink and it has very little A 1 to remove Spanish or hybrid bluebells from land owned by others.
or no scent. |
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